Carmdie Tumes wraps up shooting
around the city of fim ‘Final Frontier
By SHERRI GALLANT

Lesinnags el

When she first came to Lethbridge u.u:uu}m* ol

ago. Camille Turner was unprepared for

msdncpjf thit lamsdlscape would affect her

The Tomnio-based media and performance
wrtist had been invited (o speak at the Universicy
of Lethbridge and, having grown up in southern
Clsibarkis, she had never experienoed coulees The
things she learmed about local history while here
inspired her 1o create her latest project. a flm
eitlled “Final Fromder, ™ This week she wrapped up
filming in and amund the city for the production,
which will premibers in Torosio this fall

"Mothing prepaned me for the conlees,”

explained Tumer. who returned to Toronto Friday.

"I thought, 'oh my Ged, this ks allen rerrioory bt
when | wis e | felr ke the allen: Thit's wihy T
had o set up anintervention.”

The intervention Is the flm, which marries
history, ficton snd et m pack a powerful wallop
of 8 message about human nature, Shes eamed
up with Halifox Almmaker Sobaz Benjamin (who
produced “Race is 8 Four Letter Wond” for the:
Matiomal Film Board) to co-produce the project

The story follows the journey of four Dogon
people who have retumed 1o Earth to save it after
wiitching his environmental and spirital decline
for centuries from their vantoge polnt o0 & siar
called Sirius B. The Dogons were pneient people
who lived I the fentle crook of Africa befom the
Sahara became o desert. Legend has it they
seattered to start groat civilizations afver the
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Have [apiop, wil frovel Toronio-based pedormance arhsi Camills Turnar has besn in Lethbridge for two wesks
shoating & video nstallment for her latast project, “Final Frontise”

desert cama,

The Diogon had knowledge of a siar that was
inmvisthle to Earth cbserviers umtl it wes firs
phintograpshed by i@ powoerful telescope in 18671
Howsthpy had that knowledge renalng i mmpsiery,

bt legend has it thist it was extm-termesardally
Imppanvl

In “Final Frontier,” some Dogon people who
lisft Erarty to live an Sirius B renermn o save tho
planer. They widk through famiflar locatborns (the
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Coulee landscape offers inspiration for Toronto artist’s latest creation

—

i b dibvot o Toronto and in Lethbridge and near
Plascher Creek) never uitering & wond ot loud vet
speaking volumes with thelr actions Saime of the |
urscriphed rsactions frorm cify residents made for
some unforgetiable momenis Infront of the |
Parmers Market one Saturday, children with thisdr
parents coutinusly approached the aciors, who
were in costuime, hodding lentils bn thedr cupped,
autstretched hands

While ne words were spoken by the actors. the
children seemmed b naturalby acoept whint disy |
sty ] powinke s Jenutils: frorn theslr honds,
(urrrigg i dhiire e in e sanee winy with
others who were approaching

The siory is both comples and igvarndshed,
bt Tharners goil was o find & woy 1o reconcile
the storled Bvnd with the city, which she sensed
hial biecoane disconnected over tmae,

*The coulecs wene everything o Lethibridge,
whiich was budlt becaise o whar the couless hod
oo offier,” shie sabd. "And when the resoumnoes
weren't there anyvmone, the cittand the lund
became separibed,”

“Finnd Fronier” speaks 1o the destntion of
Enrth, but Lethbridge, tho, i a place of frontbers,
Tumrmer sadil.

“This ks o very potent ploce.”

Turnier is Artkst in Residisnoe at the Womsss Art
Resotroe Centme in Toronio, Her work — funched
b Canada Council fior the Arts—explores the
socinl dimersions of echnology and she = one of
the founding meembers of Year Zemmo Cine, o
collective working &% a network 1o disseminare
digital culiure The grodips projects include a
tuirnber of mobie and site-specific exhibitions,
including one in & taxicab end another thnt shiows
st works an vidien hillboarnds in Toronto



